Neonatal bioethical perspectives: practice considerations.
Over the past 30 years, there has been a modest improvement in the survival rates of U.S. infants.The public health impact of associated economic and technological advances raises questions regarding neonatal care and end-of-life decisions for those caring for this population. Nurses have an obligation to remain abreast of neonatal ethical standards because they are intimately involved in caring for these patients. Therefore, the aim of this article is to (a) summarize the extant neonatal bioethical literature to appreciate the complex ethical issues that translate into practice challenges, (b) present a framework that guides the assessment of the benefits and burdens of neonatal intensive care in the clinical setting to solicit and provoke dialogue, and (c) provide examples that advocate for educational training for neonatal healthcare providers in support of ethically sound care to affected families and infants.